
IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the following claims: 



(Amended) The process of claim^t [wherein it comprises]/ further 
comprising admixing an aluminium salt. 



(Amended) Aqueous polysilicate microgel obtained by a process of 
mixing (i) an aqueous solution of alkali metal silicate with (ii) an aqueous phase of 
silica-based material having a pH within the range of from 4.5 to 1 1 . 



3ff. 



(Amended) The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim^, wherein [it] 
the process further comprises admixing an additional salt which is a metal salt other 
than an aluminium salt and based on alkali metal salt or alkaline earth metal. 



Please add the following claims: 



-ft- A Process for preparing an aqueous polysilicate microgel which 
comprises mixing (i) an aqueous solution of alkali metal silicate with (ii) an 
aqueous phase of silica-based material having a pH of 1 1 or less ^rfd (iii) jan 
organic acid. 

yf. The process of claim 36, wherein the organic acid is an organic 



polyacid. 



The process of claim ^6, wherein the organic acid is a polymer 
containing carboxylic acid groups. 

T|ie process of claim ^8T, wherein the polymer is polyacrylic acid. 

40. The process of claim ^6; wherein the organic acid is a polymer 
containing sulphonic acid groups. 
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* JrfTThe process of claim £6, wherein the organic acid is incorporated in a 
mixture of the alkali metal silicate and the silica-based material. 

^The process of claim jk>, wherein (ii) the aqueous phase of silica-based 
material having a pH of 11 or less is an acidified solution of alkali metal silicate. 

43. The process of claim 42, wherein (iii) the organic acid is added to (ii) 
the^acidified solution of alkali metal silicate prior to mixing with (i) the aqueous 
solution of alkali metal silicate. 

44. The process of claim 30, wherein the polysilicate microgel obtained has 
a molar ratio Si0 2 :M 2 O f where M is alkali metal, between 3:1 and 20:1. 

45. The process of claim 1, wherein the aqueous polysilicate microgel 
obtained has a Si0 2 content of at least 5% by weight. 

46. The process of claim 1 , wherein the polysilicate microgel has a specific 
surface area of a/least 1000 m 2 /g. 



7^ 

fit . Aqueous polysilicate microgel obtained by mixing (i) an aqueous 
solution of alkali metal~silicate with (ii) an aqueous phase of silica-based material 
having a pH of 1 1 or less and (iii) an organic acid. 

' 46. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim 47, wherein the organic acid 
is an organic polyacid. 

L '49. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim yl\ wherein the organic acid 
is a polymer containing carboxylic acid groups. 
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^S^ff The^^^ous polysilicate microgel of^ir^^wl 
Ivacrvlic.acid. <r^^( 



wherein the polymer is 
polyacryjicacid. * . "<* rr (L* 

tyjff. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim ^"wherein the organic acid 
is a polymer containing sulphonic acid groups. 

yl. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim jff, wherein the organic acid 
is incorporated in a mixture of the alkali metal silicate and the silica-based material. 

53. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim fl \ wherein (ii) the aqueous 
phase of silica-based material having a pH of 1 1 or less is an acidified solution of 
alkali metal silicate. 

54. The aqueouspolysilicate microgel of claim 53, wherein (iii) the organic 
acid is added to (ii) the acidified solution of alkali metal silicate prior to mixing with 
(i) the aqueous solution of alkali metal silicate. 

5o. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim ffi \ wherein the polysilicate 
microgel obtained has a molar ratio Si0 2 :M 2 0, where M is alkali metal, between 3:1 
and 20:1. 

5tf. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim ^r, wherein the aqueous 
polysilicate microgel obtained has a Si0 2 content of at least 5% by weight. 

57. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim 47, wherein the polysilicate 
microgel has a specific surface area of at least 1000 m 2 /g. 

L 

^8. The process of claim 1 , wherein the aqueous polysilicate microgel 
prepared by the process is anionic. 
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^(^& The ^fjet^ °* C ' a ' m 1 ,V ^ urther com P risin 9^P^^o f "diluting the aqueous 
oolvsilicate microgel by adding an aqueous solution or suspeni 



A* 



polysilicate microgel by adding an aqueous solution or suspension. 

^ pti'lhe aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim^, wherein the aqueous 
polysilicate microgel is anionic. 

1$ 



j£\ . A drainage/dewatering aid comprising the polysilicate microgel of claim 



62. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claimyB, further comprising an 
organic polymer. / 

63. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of clairn^ further comprising fan 
amount of aqueous solution or suspension effective to dilute the aqueous 
polysilicate microgel. 

hi % ^ 

^ m. The process of claim yt % wherein the aqueous polysilicate microgel 
prepared by the process is anionic. 

J^>. The process of claim ^4, further comprising, a step of diluting the 
aqueous polysilicate microgel by adding an aqueous solution £>r suspension. 

^6. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim ^8, wherein the aqueous 
polysilicate microgel is anionic. 



$7. A drainage/dewatering aid comprising the polysilicate microgel of claim 



p6. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim^, further comprising'an 
organic polymer. 
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^Qy^fhe^J^^ microgel of claim^j^far^er comprising 

amount of aqueous solution or suspension effective to dilute the aqueous 
polysilicate microgel. 

The process of claim £6, wherein the aqueous polysilicate microgel 
prepared by the process is anionic. 

/\. The process of claim^, further comprising a step of diluting the 
aqueous polysilicate microgel by adding an aqueous solution or suspension. 

/ 72. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim 38, wherein the aqueous 
polysilicate microgel is anionic. 

_ 73. A drainage/dewatering aid comprising the polysilicate microgel of claim 

/ ?CThe aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim ^6, further comprising an 
organic polymer. 

sn sz, , 

Jo. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim.^3, further comprisingfan 
amount of aqueous solution or suspension effective to dilute the aqueous 
polysilicate microgel. 

76. The process of claim 36, wherein the aqueous polysilicate microgel 
prepared by the process is anionic. 

J7. The process of claim 36, further comprising a step of diluting the 
aqueous polysilicate microgel by adding an aqueous solution or suspension. 

1 Y 

J&. The aqueous polysilicate microgel of claim 47, wherein the aqueous 
polysilicate microgel is anionic. 
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